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Farmers’ Opinions towards the Good Agricultural Practice in Pomelo
Source of Production Certification Process in Chainat Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the following. 1) social and economic state
2) farmers’opinions toward the good agricultural practice in pomelo source of production certification process
3) problems and suggestions for the good agricultural practice in pomelo source of production certification
process.

Population in this study was a number of 198 farmers in Chainat Province who used to join or joined
the GAP in pomelo source of production certification process. With purposive sampling, 2 groups of samples
were determined; one group comprised 36 farmers, who each of them received certificates for the GAP in
pomelo source of production over 1 year. Another group comprised 59 farmers who used to receive
certificates for the GAP in pomelo source of production but they currently asked to cancel the GAP in pomelo
source of production certification process and all of them still planted pomelo, totally 95 farmers. Interview
was the research tool for data collection which was analyzed by computer programs using statistics i.e.
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value and maximum value.

Findings from the study were as follows. 1) The average age of pomelo farmers was 54.84 years.
They completed primary education level and were group members of the Fruit Tree Farmers’ Club. They
received news about the GAP in pomelo production from government authorities and from training/study visit
as well. The pomelo farmers who followed the GAP in pomelo production earned income from selling
pomelo 24,039.53 baht/rai. Unlike the pomelo farmers who planted pomelo without the GAP in pomelo
production, their income from selling pomelo was 20,759.95 baht/rai. Visiting merchants would come to
purchase pomelo at their plantations. 2) Farmers’ opinions toward the good agricultural practice in pomelo
source of production certification process; nearly all of both the pomelo farmers by GAP in pomelo
production and those who did not follow the GAP agreed with the certification process. The pomelo farmers
using the GAP in pomelo production agreed at high level while those who did not follow the GAP agreed at
medium level. 3) Problems and suggestions were found that they wanted information and contents in the
record form be adjusted for easier understanding, providing market for pomelo with the GAP certificates so as
to upgrade the products prices over the non-GAP pomelo. Also suggested was training on prevention and
eradication of pomelo pests and disease.

Keywords: Opinions, Certification Process, Good Agricultural Practice, Pomelo, Chainat Province
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